[bookmark: _GoBack]Best Ways to Recover Permanently Deleted Files in Windows 11
Recovering permanently deleted files on Windows 11 might seem tough, but in reality, it’s not. This post will tell you how to recover permanently deleted files on windows using various simple methods. We shall also be looking at a way to recover such files using a powerful data recovery software.
No storage device or OS is immune to unexpected data loss. Be it our computers or laptops, we use them to store and manage our data like critical documents, media files, and more. Time to time, we delete unrequired files to free up space, but sometimes, we accidentally delete critical files.
Accidental deletion or formatting on our computers are some of the biggest causes of data loss. By pressing either the SHIFT + DELETE keystroke or emptying the Recycle Bin accidentally could cause us to lose our data. Along with these, there are other reasons that could cause us to lose our important files. These are - malware attacks, data corruption, drive corruption, etc.
Just thinking about missing our important data and files sends shivers down our spine, but if you are facing such a situation, there is no need to worry. There are many ways you can employ and recover your permanently deleted files.
[bookmark: article1]How do Files Get Permanently Deleted?
Like we mentioned earlier, as our data increases, we delete or remove old files that are not required anymore to free up some space. In such a process, we sometimes, accidentally delete some important files. Hence, accidental deletion due to human error is one reason behind this. There are many other reasons behind this as listed below –
· Malware attack
· Human error
· File/data corruption
· Misplaced files
· Hidden files
· Logged into temporary account
[bookmark: article2]How to Recover Permanently Deleted Files on Windows 11?
The above list of reasons helps us understand the scenarios in which we can lose our files due to permanent deletion. Below are some methods you can use to recover your permanently deleted files –
Pre-Activity: Before proceeding further with the methods, you should do a thorough system-wide search for the missing files. You can do this by going into the File Explorer and typing its exact name, or its file type, in the search box. You can search by file type using an asterisk (*) symbol followed by the file type. Eg. - *jpg. This will rule out any possibility of file/s being at a different location.
[bookmark: article3]Method 1: Recover Files Using Cloud/Local Backup
If you have accidentally deleted some files permanently, you can use data backups that you must have created and maintained regularly on the cloud or saved locally on a storage drive like HDD or SSD. This will help you recover your permanently deleted files in no time.
[bookmark: article4]Method 2: Use Backup and Restore (Windows 7) Feature
Microsoft has added the Backup and Restore feature on Windows 11 computers that allows users to create automatic data backups on an external drive. If there are certain files that happened to have been permanently deleted from your Windows 11 computer, you can use this feature to restore them. However, you can use this feature only if it has been setup well in advance. To use this feature –
· Click on the Search icon in the taskbar and search for Control Panel. Launch it.
· Click on the Backup and Restore (Windows 7)
[image: open control panel]
· Connect the external drive on which you have stored the system recovery files.
· Click on Select another backup to restore files from and select the source location.
· Follow the instructions as prompted by the wizard to restore your permanently deleted files.
[bookmark: article5]Method 3: Restore the Folder Using File History
File History is another great feature added by Microsoft that helps users create backups of their data and use them whenever required. If this feature is already enabled on your computer, you can use it to restore the folder to its previous state from where your files got permanently deleted. To do this –
· Open File Explorer using WIN + E
· Locate the folder from where the files got deleted.
· Right-click on the folder and select Restore previous versions.
[image: restore previous version to recover permanently deleted files]
· In the Folder Properties window, select the version you wish to restore.
· Click on Open to check the version.
· Click on Restore and then OK.
[bookmark: article6]Method 4: Use Email Attachments to Recover Permanently Deleted Files
We use emails all the time to send and receive files and other attachments. In fact, some users still use emails as a way to maintain a backup of their files and data. You can search your emails to find and recover your permanently deleted files. Simply open your email account in the web browser and search for the missing files (as attachments) by either the sender’s email address or name or subject or file name.
[bookmark: article7]Methods 5: Sign Out from Temporary User Profile
In certain situations, your computer might show the "You’ve been signed in with a temporary profile.” alert. This alert message is shown when either you log into your computer using a secondary account or there is an error that prevents the primary user profile from loading. Temporary user accounts do not contain data and files from your main account. Hence, you might feel that your files have disappeared. If you have recently encountered this situation, restart your Windows 11 computer and log into your primary account. This should bring your files and data back.
[bookmark: article8]Method 6: Enable Old Administrator Account
Certain users who shifted from Windows 10 to Windows 11 were required to create a Microsoft account to log into the PC. However, this caused their files to disappear and make it seem as if their files have been permanently deleted. However, Windows never deletes the files on its own until the files are virus infected.
If you are in this situation, you can look for your lost files in the disabled administrator account, which was your old user account. To get these files back –
· Click on the Search Icon in the Task Bar and type Computer Management. Launch the desktop app.
[image: open computer management]
· In the left pane, click on the Local Users and Groups option and then, double-click on Users under it.
[image: open local users and groups setting window]
· Look for the Administrator user profile. If this has a (downward pointing arrow) icon with it, then it is disabled.
· Double-click on it to open its Properties.
· Uncheck the Account is disabled box, click on Apply and then OK.
[image: recover permanently deleted files by changing account settings]
· Restart your computer and sign in using the old administrator account.
[bookmark: article9]Method 6: Use a Data Recovery Tool
The above-mentioned methods should work and help you recover your permanently deleted files back. However, there are times when the above methods might fail. In such situations, a reliable free data recovery software like Stellar Data Recovery Free Edition can come to your rescue.
This is a free software that brings in advanced data recovery capabilities. It is a great tool for recovering permanently deleted files along with files that were lost due to other reasons like formatting, accidental deletion, and more. It is capable of recovering any type of file from various storage devices like HDD, SSD, Thumb drives, etc.
The steps to perform data recovery using this software are quick and simple –
· Download and install Stellar Data Recovery Free Edition.
· Launch the software and select the file type/s of your permanently deleted files. Click Next.
[image: ]
· On the next screen, select the location from where the files were lost and click on Scan.
[image: ]
· The software will look for the permanently deleted files and will display them in the preview section.
[image: ]
· Once the scan is complete, check the files in the preview window and if they are fine, simply click on Recover to recover them to your desired location.
Notes –
· Stellar Data Recovery Free allows you to recover up to 1 GB of data. If you want to recover more data, you can upgrade it to the Standard version.
· If you are unable to find the desired files using normal scan, you can perform Deep Scan. This will look into each sector and bit of the storage drive and try to recover as much as it can.
[bookmark: article10]Some Tips to Avoid Unexpected Data Loss
Now that we know how to recover our permanently deleted files, let’s jot down some handy tips to avoid data loss –
· Use a 3-2-1 data backup strategy to create backup copies of your data and files regularly.
· Enable the File History feature right after you purchase/setup your new Windows computer.
· Always use a reliable antivirus to keep your computer safe from malware attacks.
· Create multiple backups at separate locations or storage drives.
· Keep a reliable data recovery software handy for emergency purposes.
· Don’t save files and data on the Desktop.
[bookmark: article11]Concluding Words
File deletion has become a muscle memory for us that we simply select the unwanted files and press the Delete button. In this process, however, we sometimes tend to overlook the files and accidentally delete certain important files. While this might make anyone feel anxious, there is no need to worry, as it is possible to recover permanently deleted files.
We hope the methods curated by us in this handy guide helped you retrieve your lost files easily and in no time. In the end, we would only reiterate, diversify your backups and take regular backups of your important files and folders.
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